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Sunday Services for Worship and  

Religious Education begin at 9am and 11am 
 

 Speaking Frankly  
 

Checking In 
 
It’s something of a North Parish tradition to do a 
brief “check in” at the start of our meetings, after we 
light a chalice and have some kind of reading or 
meditation. Each of these things—reading, chalice 
lighting and check in—are signs that this is not just 
any ordinary meeting. As a faith community we are 
doing something a little different here, and we can 
expect that there’s more at play than just what is on 
the meeting agenda. 
 
I hope that at our meetings we are always open to 
the presence of mystery and wonder, that in our 
work for the North Parish we get glimpses that we 
are putting our faith into action, that we are building 
a better world one small step at a time. One of my 
favorite hymns, “Hail the Glorious Golden City,” 
#140, is about this. It describes the prophetic hope 
that one day peace and justice will reign, and we 
are working toward that day. I love this line: “We 
are builders of that city, all our joys and all our 
groans help to rear its shining ramparts; all our lives 
are building stones.”  
 
I believe this— that our lives are meant to have 
purpose and meaning; that our lives are like stones 
in a great foundation that will outlast our days. And 
I forget this—I need to be reminded to look beyond 
the surface, to wonder, “What am I am being called 
to do right now?” That’s why I appreciate the 
centering time a reading and chalice lighting 
provide. 
 
I have an idea about checking in at the start of our 
meetings. In addition to sharing the important 
events in our lives, what if we used our check in 
time for the next month or two to consider 
questions like, “What brings me to North Parish, 
and why do I stay here? What do I long for here?” 

What if we used this time to consider what lies 
beneath the tasks we do?  Might we take our 
conversations to a deeper level, and try to articulate 
our hopes and dreams for this community? I hope 
this sabbatical time will help us to explore who we 
are called to be as people of faith, and how we are 
going put our faith into action.  
 
Here are a few possible questions to stimulate this 
discussion. How would you complete these 
sentences? 
 

I wish for the North Parish to  . . . 
I struggle with . . . 
I remember . . . 
I’m passionate about  . . . 
 
I hope you will share your thoughts and feelings 
about these questions. I invite you to send them to 
me at asstminister@northparish.org or put them in 
my mailbox. And I hope to see you in church! 
 
     --Frank  
 
 
 

RE News 
 

They are off!  Our group of youth and adults 
headed to New Orleans Sunday on three separate 
flights.  They stay at the Carrollton United 
Methodist Church near Tulane and work in the 
lower Ninth Ward, helping with clean-up and 
rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina and the levee 
breaks. With them they brought their sleeping bags, 
work boots and gloves, “pirate” gear for Mardi Gras, 
and all of their love and idealism as they go forth to 
make a difference in the world. They will be 
different when they return, each having had a 
chance to carry their faith into a world that needs 
those who serve.   
 
Support for the trip from the North Parish 
congregation has been extraordinary!  The 
“challenge” issued on February 11 from an 
anonymous donor yielded $1700 in donations to 
help with the trip (adding to a number of generous 
donations received previously).  The youth have 
had their own benefit coffeehouse, and The 
Goodhues have stepped forward to do a benefit 
coffeehouse of Irish music on March 17th.  The 
pride and the love in the room was evident as the 
congregation led by Rev. Janet Bowering wished 
the group “Godspeed” Sunday morning.  There 
were more than a few moist eyes in the room, 
including my own. 



  

 
In other Religious Education News: 
 
After two Sundays with special projects, Valentine’s 
Day and Chinese New Year, our Sunday morning 
program goes back to our “wisdom from Jewish 
and Christian heritage” theme this Sunday.  We’ll 
be ending the story of King David and of the 
Temple in Jerusalem over the next Sunday or two.  
 

On March 4, we’ll tell the story of Queen Esther and 
mark the Jewish festival of Purim. Second graders 
will receive their hymnals that morning in a special 
part of the service in the sanctuary.  Since it is also 
the kick-off day for the “Pony Express” stewardship 
campaign, I invite one and all to come in cowboy 
gear that morning. 
 
The junior youth group will have a special workshop 
called “The Green Web” on Sunday, February 25 
from 6:30- 8:00 PM. It is an interactive workshop 
designed especially for UU youth, and all 6th, 7th, 
and 8th graders are invited to attend, whether or not 
they are regulars at Junior Youth Group.  Just to 
make the evening even more special, junior youth 
are invited for a pizza party immediately preceding 
the workshop at 6:15 PM (please let me know 
who’s coming so I order the right number of pizzas; 
I wouldn’t want to run out ☺) 
 
I look forward to seeing you all on Sunday, when 
the children’s choir will sing! 
 

Gail Forsyth-Vail 
dre@northparish.org; 978-685-7855 

 
 

Music News 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregational Meeting with Music Consultant 
 
The UU music consultant, Mark Slegers, will be 
visiting us from March 15 (Thur.) to 17 (Sat).   
 
Over the past two weeks we have passed out & e-
mailed surveys from Mark Slegers regarding the 
music program at North Parish. We will need these 
surveys back in the office by 2/25/07. They will be 

mailed to Mark prior to his visit. If you still have not 
filled one out and need a copy, please contact 
Dawn at office@northparish.org or give her a call. 
These surveys are private and will only be viewed 
by Mark and collected by Dawn.  
 

News around the Parish… 
 
Thank you…. 
 
…To Attorney Ralph Bakkensen, who reviewed 
and edited the permission slip and other paperwork 
for the New Orleans trip. 
 
…To Mei and Jill Houser for sharing their 
wonderful Chinese New Year things and their 
knowledge with the children. 
 
…To all those children and teens who made 
Valentines for North Parishioners who need a little 
extra TLC. 
 
Condolences to… 
 
Condolences to the family of Ruth Long, who died 
February 14 at age 97. Ruth had been a member of 
the North Parish for further back than any of us can 
remember--she knew the two ministers who 
preceded Rev. David Blanchard! Rev. Frank 
officiated at her funeral on February 19. 
 
The Church Has Left the Building!  Kudos 
to…  
Our 27 youth and 8 adults spending the week in 
New Orleans in the Ninth Ward to help people still 
suffering from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. 

List of participants: 
Cam Adrian   Kate Reed 

Evan Carter         Anna Reed 

Jack Christoforo  Jessica Sarro 

Olivia Cristaldi   Lelia Smith 

Ian Cunningham  Lena Sparks 

Jessica Harding    Diane Stewart  

Lauren Hartel   Hannah Stidsen 

Brian Leonard   Kayly Tillman 

Joshua Luterman   Owen Vail   

Robert Middleton  Kayla Villalobos  

Takao Miller   Sam Weaver  

Kaya Miller   Amanda Weldin 

Naomi Miller   Jared Wilson 

Michael Parker 

ADULTS 

 

Cheryl Bacheller  Richard Sarro 

Loretta Middleton  Don Stidsen 

Susan Miller    Francisco Villalobos 

Brian Parker 

Peter Reed   



  

Center for Spiritual Renewal offering: 
 

Writing through Grief: Two Men 
Share Their Experiences 
Wednesday, March 7, 7 to 8:30 PM (OCH 1) 

 

North Parish men David Tillman and Ed Martin have 

each lost a wife to cancer, and each has written a book 

about the experience.  Join us for an opportunity to hear 

David and Ed read from their books, In the Failing Light 
(by David) and Letters to Siglinde (by Ed).  

After the reading there will be time for questions and a 

discussion about grief and loss, and about writing as a 

path toward healing. 
 

The Nominating Committee is in 
search of a new Treasurer 
 
Bob Weldin will be passing the torch this year after 
9 years as North Parish's Treasurer. 
If you are a member of the church and a "numbers 
kind of person", please contact Lianne Patenaude 
at 978-689-9549 or email: 
lpatenaude@comcast.net. 
 
The duties of the Treasurer include the following: 
 
The Treasurer oversees all expenditures of the 
North Parish's Operating and Special Funds, 
meeting weekly with the Congregational 
Administrator to approve and sign all checks. 
 
The Treasurer reports on said funds to the Board, 
the Parish Council, Committee chairs and the 
Parish as a whole on a periodic basis. 
 
The Treasurer is an ex officio member of the Board 
of Trustees and is a member of the Finance and 
Investment Committees.  The Board and the 
Finance Committee meet monthly with some 
additional meetings from time to time.  The 
Investment Committee meets quarterly.  In addition, 
the Treasurer meets a couple of times a year with 
the Personnel Committee to formulate salary 
recommendations for the budget and attends 
Parish Council meetings from time to time, 
especially while the budget is being put together. 
 
Overall, the Treasurer creates the budget 
document and explains it to the Parish in 
informational meetings and the annual meeting, 
along with members of the Board of Trustees and 
Committee Chairs. 

 

Notes from the Personnel Committee 
As we gear up for developing the budget for the next fiscal 

year, we wanted to share the North Parish’s compensation 

policy with the congregation.   

 

Compensation Policy 
 
Compensation Philosophy 
The North Parish Church strives to attract, motivate, and retain 

highly qualified staff committed to serve the mission of our 

spiritual community. We aspire to be recognized as a good and 

fair employer that pays staff competitively according to  

comparable Boston area Unitarian Universalist and local 

churches. Our total compensation system is intended to foster 

committed and long-term relationships with staff. 

 

Compensation Guidelines 
Total compensation includes base pay, benefits, and 

allowances. These compensation elements determine a fair 

and equitable pay system. 

 

Base pay will be determined by job responsibilities as outlined 

in a written job description.  

 

All jobs will have defined salary ranges that are based on the 

UU Guidelines for similar jobs in similar sized churches, as 

well as local church and local non-church market data 

comparison where appropriate. In cases where current 

compensation falls below target, all efforts will be made to 

achieve target in a reasonable timeframe. 

 

All staff salaries will be reviewed annually to ensure that pay 

is based on job responsibilities and cost of living factors. 

 

UUA Salary Program Principles 
Several basic principles underlie our UUA salary range 

recommendations: 

• Base salaries for church staff should be 

comparable to wages received by others 

performing similar duties in not-for-profit 

organizations of the same management size. 

• Salary ranges should be adjusted for differences 

in wage rates around the US. 

• Salaries are linked to the size of membership of 

congregations, which is the key indicator of 

church financial resources. 

• Salary recommendations must be realistic in 

terms of congregational finances. 

• Salaries should be accompanied by the standard 

array of employer-paid benefits for eligible staff 

members. 

• There should be no discrimination in 

compensation based on gender, age, race, or 

other personal individual characteristics. 
 For questions, please contact Brian Middleton-Cox at 

  middleton-cox@comcast.net.  

 



  

 
FREE WORKSHOP co-sponsored by People for 

the Environment as part of the Merrimack Valley 

Environmental Coalition and the Alliance for 

Healthy Tomorrow.  

 

 

 

A Workshop on the 

Legislative Process  

and Strategy Session 

on Holding Politicians 

Accountable 

 

When: Saturday, 

March 10, 10:00 am - 

1:00 pm 

Where: Lawrence Public Library, 51 Lawrence St., 

Lawrence Mass (directions below) 

Who:   Training will be coordinated by the Alliance 

for Healthy Tomorrow staff member.  See details on 

Alliance for Healthy Tomorrow below.  Local 

politicians will be invited. 

  

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?  This spring the 

Alliance for a Healthy Tomorrow (AHT) is 

presenting a series of regional programs across 

Massachusetts. These programs, hosted by local 

groups, teach how to play an active role in making 

the policies and laws that affect you, your families 

and your community  

 

-- Learn the “ins-and-outs” of the Massachusetts 

legislative process. 

-- Gain experience lobbying, organizing and 

strategizing through a fun, hands-on workshop. 

-- Learn about sweeping environmental health 

legislation that is currently pending before the 

legislature. 

-- Take action for a safer and healthier environment. 

 

Light Refreshments will be served. 

Spanish Translation will be available. 

 

For directions to the public library or to 
RSVP, email Joan Kulash  Jkulash@aol.com with 

"Legislative Training" in the subject line. 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Bread   
The Walk for Hunger 

 
 

Walk for Hunger, Sunday, May 6
th

 2007 

Join Project Bread’s Walk for Hunger on May 6
th

. 

Enjoy a festive day walking through Boston and the 

surrounding neighborhoods while you help our 

hungry neighbors in Massachusetts. With the high 

cost of living in the Commonwealth, your neighbors 

need your help more than ever. Your pledges will 

support 400 food pantries, soup kitchens, food 

banks, and food salvage programs in 135 

communities across the state. 

  

Celebrate the sprit of giving along with more than 

40,000 other concerned citizens by participating in 

this rewarding Massachusetts tradition. For more 

information, call  

617-723 5000 or visit www.projectbread.org    

 

 

Master Calendar of All Congregation or 
Special Events, Jan – June—not including 
special Sundays….   
 
 
February 18th- 24th Youth Mission Trip to New 
Orleans, LA/Biloxi, MI, for Katrina Clean-up   
 
March 17th St. Patrick Day Concert with the 
Goodhues, to benefit Youth Trip for Katrina 
Clean-up  
 
March 23rd North Parish “Friday Night Live” 
Comedy Night, to celebrate the 2007-2008 
Pledge Campaign  
 
April 7th Art Show and Wine Tasting   
 
April 27-29th DRE Covenanting Workshop, 
with Gail Forsyth-Vail and Sandra Greenfield  
 
May 5th Interweave Contra Dance   
 
May 20th Annual Meeting and Amelia Reeve 
Awards 



  

The book and movie discussion group meets at 7:30 
in OCH for coffee, cookies and discussion.  Our 
plans for the next three months are below.  Please 
join us, no RSVP required, new faces always 
welcome.  Call Donna Cooper (978-470-2717) if you 
have questions.   
  
March 8 – Digging to America by Anne Tyler 
(Hardback) 
Tyler encompasses the collision of cultures without 
losing her sharp focus on the daily dramas of modern 
family life in her 17th novel. When Bitsy and Brad 
Donaldson and Sami and Ziba Yazdan both adopt 
Korean infant girls, their chance encounter at the 
Baltimore airport the day their daughters arrive marks 
the start of a long, intense if sometimes awkward 
friendship. Sami's mother, Maryam Yazdan, who 
carefully preserves her exotic "outsiderness" despite 
having emigrated from Iran almost 40 years earlier, is 
frequently perplexed by her son and daughter-in-law's 
ongoing relationship with the loud, opinionated, 
unapologetically American Donaldsons. When Bitsy's 
recently widowed father, Dave, endearingly falls in love 
with Maryam, she must come to terms with what it 
means to be part of a culture and a country. Stretching 
from the babies' arrival in 1997 until 2004, the novel is 
punctuated by each year's Arrival Party, a tradition 
manufactured and comically upheld by Bitsy; the annual 
festivities gradually reveal the families' evolving 
connections. Though the novel's perspective shifts 
among characters, Maryam is at the narrative and 
emotional heart of the touching, humorous story, as she 
reluctantly realizes that there may be a place in her heart 
for new friends, new loves and her new country after all. 
  
April 12 – Sea Inside: (Available on DVD)   
Two of the most talented figures in contemporary 
Spanish cinema -- actor Javier Bardem and director 
Alejandro Amenábar -- collaborate for this powerful 
drama, based on a true story. Ramón Sampedro (Javier 
Bardem) was a fisherman and part-time poet who, at the 
age of 26, suffered an accident while diving that left him 
a bedridden quadriplegic. Now 54, Ramón must depend 
on his family to survive -- his macho brother José (Celso 
Bugallo), José's wife, Manuela (Mabel Rivera), and their 
son, Javi (Tamar Novas). While grateful to his family and 
friends for their help, Ramón was always an active 
person, and as the years wore on, he has come to see 
his life as frustrating and pointless and wishes to die with 
what remains of his dignity. José, however, is bitterly 
opposed to the notion of assisted suicide, and Spanish 
laws would implicate anyone who helped Ramón end his 
own life, which is something Ramón does not want to do. 
Through Gené (Carla Segura), a friend who works with a 
"Right to Die" organization, Ramón is introduced to Julia 
(Belen Rueda), a lawyer he hopes will help him 
persuade the courts to let him end his own life. Julia is 
dealing with her own mortality issues since being 
diagnosed with a degenerative disease, and Ramón 
hopes her condition will make her arguments more 
persuasive. As Ramón and Julia work together on his 

case and help to prepare a book of his poems for 
publication, Ramón finds himself falling in love with his 
attorney, who happens to be married, but while his 
infatuation gives Julia second thoughts about the case, 
Ramón remains convinced that the greatest gift to him 
would be an end to his life. Javier Bardem's performance 
in The Sea Inside (aka Mar Adentro) earned him the 
Best Actor award at the 2004 Venice Film Festival 
  
May 10 – Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell 
Mitchell's virtuosic novel presents six narratives that 
evoke an array of genres, from Melvillean high-seas 
drama to California noir and dystopian fantasy. There is 
a naïve clerk on a nineteenth-century Polynesian 
voyage; an aspiring composer who insinuates himself 
into the home of a syphilitic genius; a journalist 
investigating a nuclear plant; a publisher with a 
dangerous best-seller on his hands; and a cloned human 
being created for slave labor. These five stories are 
bisected and arranged around a sixth, the oral history of 
a post-apocalyptic island, which forms the heart of the 
novel. Only after this do the second halves of the stories 
fall into place, pulling the novel's themes into focus: the 
ease with which one group enslaves another, and the 
constant rewriting of the past by those who control the 
present. Against such forces, Mitchell's characters 
reveal a quiet tenacity. When the clerk is told that his life 
amounts to "no more than one drop in a limitless ocean," 
he asks, "Yet what is any ocean but a multitude of 
drops?"  
  TRANSPORTATION e-NEWS  

from INTERFAITH CAREGIVERS OF GREATER LAWRENCE, a 

coalition of faith communities, social service agencies, and health 

organizations working to pool resources and expand services to foster 

the highest quality of life for the elderly, homebound, others with 

special needs, and their caregivers.  

 

      Dear Friends, 

  

Interfaith Caregivers is looking for volunteer drivers to provide 

transportation for elders to medical and “quality of life” appointments 

through the “Friends in Deed” program at Elder Services of the 

Merrimack Valley. Elder Services is a private non-profit agency 

committed to providing choices to older adults who want to remain 

independent in their own homes. The Friends in Deed program is one 

of many volunteer programs offered by Elder Services.  

  

Friends in Deed volunteers assist older adults in a variety of ways, 

including driving them to medical appointments, taking them to do 

errands and on outings, doing food shopping for them, and providing 

companionship. As Elder Services volunteers, drivers would serve in 

the transportation component of the agency’s Friends in Deed 

program.  

  

Volunteer drivers will be asked to fill out an Elder Services 

Volunteer Application, provide three (3) references, and undergo a 

Criminal Offender Record Investigation (CORI). If you have 

questions about the Friends in Deed program or the application 

process, please call Elder Services Volunteer Recruiter, Gerry Proulx, 

at 1-800-892-0890 ext. 445 or Elder Services Volunteer Coordinator, 

Eileen Giordano, at 1-800-892-0890 ext. 463. Thank you for your 

willingness to consider providing much needed transportation for 

elders. 

 



  

The New Orleans Trip has happened, 
but there is still money to raise! 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A BENEFIT SAINT 
PATRICK’S DAY CONCERT/COFFEEHOUSE 

FEATURING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The Goodhues Band 
 

SATURDAY, March 17, 2007 
 

8 PM, Old Center Hall 
 

About the Goodhues: 
  
They are a foursome, with Kim Goodhue on vocals and 
autoharp; Geoff Goodhue, vocals, guitar and mandolin; Trish 
DeCaprio, vocals and fiddle; and Ryan Goodhue on keyboard 
and hand drums.  Their repertoire covers American "roots" 
country, Appalachian, bluegrass, Southern gospel, 
contemporary folk, traditional Celtic, and Irish "pub" songs.  
They emphasize close two- and three-part harmonies, polished 
instrumental arrangements, and sincere, energetic delivery.  
 
Kim has played traditional music since high school and was a 
finalist in the 2005 national autoharp championship at the 
Mountain Laurel Autoharp Gathering in Pennsylvania.  Geoff 
co-founded Lobster Clinic, a popular jazz/rock group that was 
voted America's best high school rock group in an internet poll 
in 2000.  Geoff earned a degree in music performance from 
Ohio University where he was a member of several jazz 
ensembles and folk/country groups, including Realbillie Jive 
with John D. Hutchison.  Geoff has performed in the New 
England area with bluegrass and folk groups and currently 
teaches guitar and percussion.  Trish earned her degree in 
college on the violin, and for a number of years has been a 
fiddle player and vocalist in several folk/Celtic groups, including 
Blackbird and As the Crow Flies.  Ryan has concentrated since 
childhood on piano, keyboard, and percussion, has played in 
orchestra competitions, and is a member of his high school 
senior jazz band.  The Goodhues have two CDs, "Short Time 
Here... Long Time Gone" (2005), with Geoff and Kim as a duo 
and "Root & Branch," which is due out in March 2007. 
 
Come and join us for what promises to be an 
extraordinary evening! 

 
 

Brian Tronic, a lifetime North Andover resident 
and a former Peace Corps Volunteer teacher at 
the Yumbuni Secondary School in rural Kenya, 
is raising money forhis former students over 
there. Many of them were both intelligent and 
motivated, but, as they come from poor 
villages, they cannot afford the high cost of a 
college education in Kenya. To learn more or 
help out, Please go to 
www.friendsofyumbuni.com. 
  
  
 

 

 

Interested in volunteering for English as a Second Language program 
(and maybe learning some Spanish?)? 

Merrimack Valley Project is working with Gillette and other partners on 
a three-year, $500,000 commitment to a pioneering workforce 

development program for immigrant workers in Lawrence and the 
Merrimack Valley region.  The program currently provides ESOL, 

computer training, and one-on-one career counseling to 100 immigrant 
workers, with a goal of expanding to 500 people/year with additional 

corporate sponsorship and public funding. 
MVP is working to identify key employers to whom we might reach out 
for support for this innovative program.  If there is a need for ESOL in 

your company, and you think that your employer would be interested in 
speaking with MVP about this workforce development program, or if 
you are interested in volunteering 1-4 hours per month as an ESOL 
tutor or conversation partner for someone learning English, please 

contact Rose Marie Buxton at 978-683-7055, or visit 
www.merrimackvalleyproject.org. 

 
 

Reminders about Steeple Talk 
 

Starting with the March issue, we will be sending only an electronic 
copy to all parishioners for whom we have email addresses.  Just 
think, your issue will arrive as soon as it is finished and will feature 
four-color photos, clear copy and will save the church postage and 

staff time mailing out paper copies!   
 

We know that many of you like to have a printed copy to read over at 
your leisure.  All of the Steeple Talks are designed to print easily on 
8.5" by 11" paper on either a color or black and white printer, 
so even if you are receiving an electronic version, you 

can easily convert it to paper. 
 

If you were not able to open the last issue, please email the editor, 
Suzanne Adams, at sadams@aappm.org and she will email you a 

copy that you should be able to open.   
 

If we have your email address on file and you want to receive only the 
mailed copy, please let the church office know, office@northparish.org, 

and Dawn will mark your record in the database.   
 

The next Steeple Talk deadline will be March 1.  Please give some 
thought to being a contributor of either an article or some photos. 

Maybe Valentines Day, winter or the coming of spring will inspire you. 
And if you are involved with the youth group trip to New Orleans, we 
would all love to hear about your trip and see lots of photos.  Maybe 
one or more of you could keep a diary of what happens every day. 

 
 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 


