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for Worship at 9am until September 10.  

  
Renovation Update 
In the last Messenger, Board of Trustees chair 
Vicky Kukas wrote about the excitement of moving 
ahead with our renovation project this summer, 
which the congregation voted to approve on June 
25. We hoped that much of the work would get 
done over the summer--but, if you have ever 
renovated a kitchen or bathroom (or an entire 
house!), you know that things often don’t happen as 
quickly as they might. Contractors have 
commitments to other clients, weather and holidays 
interrupt work, communication between contractors 
and clients takes time. And our project is 
significantly more complex than a kitchen or 
bathroom! 
 
So—we are starting construction later than we 
hoped, and this work will be in progress through 
much of the fall. The safest, least expensive and 
most efficient way to get our renovation done is for 
us to vacate the church building for the duration of 
the project, which is estimated to take 17 weeks.  
 
Of course, doing this is no small task. Our building 
gets used heavily throughout the week, and this 
project will affect all of us. We are developing a 
plan to address how we will get along during this 
time. Here are the highlights— 
 
• Sunday worship will be upstairs in Old Center 
Hall at the usual times. 
• Religious Education will be downstairs in Old 
Center Hall for most children.  
• We are in the process of renting space in the 
Old Center area to accommodate other church 
events. 
• The staff will probably move into a temporary 
rental trailer that will be placed on the church 
grounds. 
• Kim Adami, chair of House and Grounds, will be 
coordinating the physical move of materials out of 
the church into storage. To volunteer to help, call 
Kim at 978-687-9405 (h) or 781-983-5523 (cell). 

• Debb Putnam will be a conduit for 
communications within the church, including 
coordinating information to and from groups that 
use our spaces. You can reach Debb at 
deborahputnam@mac.com or 978-474-8925. 
 
The details are still being worked out, but we are 
confident that our community will continue to thrive 
during this time. There will certainly be some 
change and disruption, but we believe it is a small 
price to pay for the significantly improved space we 
will be moving back into.  
 
And we believe this time holds great potential for us 
as a community. It is a time to work together in new 
ways, and to learn how flexible and adaptable we 
really are. We would do well to take Ralph Waldo 
Emerson’s words to heart: “People wish to be 
settled: only as far as they are unsettled is there 
any hope for them.” 
 
We ask you to approach this “unsettled” time with 
hope and humor, understanding that we all will all 
be asked to make some adjustments and sacrifices 
in the coming months. Perhaps this fall we’ll have a 
sermon series: “Thoughts on flexibility,” “Practicing 
flexibility,” The challenges of flexibility,” “A theology 

of flexibility.” You get the idea. ☺ 
 
In our outreach efforts, we talk about ways “the 
church has left the building.” May this time ahead of 
us be one in which we learn in deeper ways that 
the church is not the building, but the community of 
people who gather here, and the mission that 
unites and challenges us. 
 
Not only that, but perhaps we’ll gain more spiritual 
insight, After all, Jesus didn’t go to a church, 
Buddha sat under a tree and Moses wandered in 
the wilderness for 40 years. And at General 
Assembly, there are UU congregations every year 
who are recognized for finally having a building to 
call their own. Boy, are we spoiled here in New 
England!  And once the work is done, we’ll be even 
more fortunate to have an accessible and 
welcoming church 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the North 
Parish in this exciting time! 
 
Vicky Kukas, Chair, North Parish Board of Trustees 
Rev. Lee Bluemel, Rev. Frank Clarkson, Gail Forsyth-
Vail, Pastoral Ministry Team 
Clem Karl, Harry Voorhees, Building Task Force 
Kim Adami, Chair, Building and Grounds  
Debb Putnam, Renovation Communications Czar 

 



  

Summer Worship Leaders  
Date   Service Leader 
 August 6  Shelby Meyerhoff 
August 13  Rev. David Blanchard 
August 20  Rev. Lee Bluemel 
August 27  Gail Forsyth-Vail 
September 3  Mark Caggiano 
 
   

This months’ “The Church Has Left 
the Building” awards go to… 

 

� Gary Facente, for his article "CEO of Year" 
ignores workers' plight” published in the Lowell 
Sun on 7/12/06:   
 
In the article Gary wrote, “Procter & Gamble Chairman 
A.G. Lafley will be honored tonight by CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE magazine as “CEO of the Year” at the 
New York Stock Exchange for his commitment to 
customers and for delivering results to shareholders.  
Companies and their CEOs have responsibilities to 
other stakeholders as well—namely their workers and 
their communities.  In that regard, the Merrimack Valley 
Project (MVP) has asked Mr. Lafley to take a close look 
at how Gillette, recently acquired by P&G, manages its 
packaging plants in Devens, Massachusetts, and in 
particular its use of hundreds of low wage, primarily 
Latino temporary workers who live in the Merrimack 
Valley.”   
Gary mentioned in the article that his church, North 
Parish, is part of MVP; in fact, Gary’s wife Jane is a 
past president of MVP. Gary is the retired as CEO 
of Delta Education, a leading educational publisher.  
 
� NP young adult Kayla Parker, who brought 
music and information about her summer work, the 
Dialogue Forum’s “Sikh-ing Harmony” project, to 
the Sunday service on July 23.  The primary 
objective is to facilitate dialogue and understanding 
between the three major Abrahamic faiths—
Judaism, Christianity and Islam- and Sikhism, 
through networking, research, dialogues, 
resources, outreach and creative venues.  Go 
Kayla!  
 
and Thanks to…  
 
� Mary Ellen Osgood, for reaching out to 
many, many of the residents of the Olde Center to 
invite them to learn about our preservation and 
renovation projects in the fall.  Thanks for helping 
us be a good neighbor!  

News Around the Parish… 
 
July 8 ~ Dottie Hilbink, North Parish member, 
after a valiant four year battle with liver cancer. Our 
condolences to Ron, Lisa and Tom Hilbink.  A 
memorial service was held at North Parish on 
Sunday, July 30th, with the Rev. Bluemel 
officiating.  Dottie was remembered for her 
enormous volunteer contributions to AFS student 
exchange programs and hospice, as well as her 
constant, non-judgmental, generous love of friends 
and family.  
 
July 22 ~ Marjorie Crossley, mother of Marjorie 
(Gigi) Disenhof, Diane Crossley and Elaine Fuller. 
Our condolences to Gigi and her husband Larry; 
Diane and Elaine and her husband Jonathan and 
Marjorie’s grandchildren Alexander and Corinne 
Disenhof, Rhea and Graham Fuller and Ida 
Patterson, and their families. 
 
July 24 ~ William P. Hobin, father of Deb Hall. 
Our condolences to Deb and her husband Jerry 
and sons Benjamin and Sam and their families. 
 
July 29 ~ Brad Pearson, North Parish member 
after a battle with prostate cancer. Our condolences 
to Linda McNeil, Sarah Pearson and family. A 
memorial service will be held at North Parish on 
Saturday, August 5th, and the Rev. Bluemel will 
officiate.  Linda and Brad recently celebrated their 
18th wedding anniversary in a service at North 
Parish on May 28th.   
 

Congratulations to…  
 
…The THREE couples from the October 2005 New UU 
class who are getting married this summer.  (Was there 
something in the coffee?):   
…Lianne Cristaldi and Tom Patenaude on July 29

th
,  

…Tad Bickford and Chris Donahue on August 4
th
,  

…and Nancy Grice and Bill Daly on August 19
th
.  Rev. 

Bluemel will officiate at all three weddings.   
 
…and to Mary Lou, Kurt, Dante and Joshua Jelinek, 
upon the boys’ dedication service, which was during the 
Sunday service on July 30

th
.  The Rev. Bluemel 

officiated.  
 
…and to George Edmonds, for the huge success of his 
book Wyomissing, An American Dream: Enterprise 
Shaping a Community.  George had interviews on TV, 
radio and local papers about this book, which was 
unveiled for the town’s anniversary celebration. 
 

 



  

Thanks to…  
Jackie Orent-Nathan and Sue Sinacore of the Caring 
Team, for helping to organize the reception following the 
memorial for Dottie Hilbink, and to ushers Ken Rohr, 
Dave Cook and Jeff Nathan.   
 
Our preachers for the month of July:  Rev. Sylvia 
Stocker, Rev. Laura Cavicchio, and three North Parish 
divinity students: Mark Caggiano, Erik Kesting and 
Cathy French.  Thanks also to Java Ice, Parker and 
Friends, and Ruth Ellen Donnelly for providing special 
music.  
 
 

Personnel Committee Seeking New Members 
Do you have any experience in Human Resources 

or Management?  Would you like to use your 

talents to help our church?  The Personnel 

Committee is seeking new membership to help 

support the employees and policies at North Parish.  

If you are interested, please contact Brian 

Middleton-Cox at middleton-cox@comcast.net or at 

978-683-7777. 

Thank you! 

 
 
Volunteer Reading Teacher Needed! 
A young woman from Viet Nam, quite 

fluent in English, is looking for a reading 

teacher. Can you help her? Please call Cindy 

Cook, 978-475-6481, to find out more. 

 

 

 

 

The schedule for the next Messenger 

deadlines and mailing: 
 Deadline                                     Mail-Out 
Aug 28                                               Aug 31 
Sept 7                                               Sept 11 
Sept 21                                             Sept 25 
 
Please be aware of the deadlines and mail-out 
dates for any Committee or Parish Council 
communication needs. The North Parish E-
News will be going out sporadically – as 
necessary. (No news = no E-News!) 

 

 

TUESDAYS at NOON: CONNECTION 
LUNCHES WITH THE MINISTERS 

You are all cordially invited to join the “Connection 
Lunches” at Noon each Tuesday to relax, learn, 
discuss, laugh and connect with other North Parish 
members around a theme (different each month) or 
just to enjoy each other’s company. 

1st Tuesday:  Monthly Theme (related to liturgical year) 

2nd Tuesday: Religion and the News (topics welcome) 

3rd Tuesday: Original Lunch Bunch (Retirees and 
Friends) 

4th Tuesday: Ministers Book Group (books assigned, 
all welcome) 

Beginning in September (and ignoring the very first 
Tuesday, due to Labor Day) here are the subjects for the 
next few months.  

Sept 12 : “Forgiveness” 

 Sept. 19: Original Lunch Bunch 

  Sept. 25: Book: Gilead 

Oct. 3:  “Remembering” 

 Oct. 10: Religion and the News 

  Oct. 17: Original Lunch Bunch 

   Oct. 24: Book: Living Islam Out Loud 

Nov 7:  “Gratitude” 

 Nov. 14: Religion and the News 

  Nov. 21: Original Lunch Bunch 

   Nov. 28: Book: Misquoting Jesus 

Dec. 5:  “Waiting” 

 Dec. 12: Religion and the News 

  Dec. 19:  Original Lunch Bunch 

   (No December 26 Book) 

 

No registering, no need to call ahead - just 
bring your own lunch. Coffee and tea will be 
provided. 

    

 
 



  

Seeking Advisors 
Jericho Road Lawrence is seeking additional 
advisors to help with outreach, talk with volunteers 
and communicate with clients.  If you're interested, 
please contact Tad Lincoln at tad@pamola.net  or 
(207) 276 5146. 
 
Jericho Road is an exciting organization that 
matches the professional talents of North Parish 
parishioners to the needs of community based 
organizations in Lawrence.   Jericho Road 
volunteers offer no cost, customized professional 
services to non profit organizations focused on 
helping individuals and families become 
economically self-sustaining. 

 

 

First Workshop / Program Ready! 
  
North Parish has just bought a “Season’s Pass” in order 
to take advantage of all the wonderful programs offered 
by the Mass Bay District of the UUA. Most workshops 
will be held in Waltham. 
If you have an interest in attending one of these 
workshops, please note that registration has already 
been paid by North Parish, and any members interested 
in attending should contact Gary Adams, Parish Council 
Chair, through the church office or via his email, 
gadams@aappm.org 

 
The first workshop is August 19 

Crucial Conversations:  
Planning That Gets to the Heart of 
the Matter 
with Rev. Alice Mann 
 

Planning is a tool to focus energy on questions 

crucial to the congregation's vitality. Using tools 

from her recent book on strategic planning, Holy 
Conversations, Alice Mann will provide concepts 
and lead exercises that will help parish leaders to: 

• Discern key issues that require planning 

attention; 

• Define the type(s) of planning most needed 

at this time; 

• Build readiness for the needed planning 

work; and 

• Select planning elements appropriate to the 

situation. 

 
  Call Gary today! 

  

 White Street Blues  
to perform at  

CROSSROADS coffeehouse Benefit 
Concert  

on Saturday, August 19th 
  

Dear Friends: 

 Please come out and support Crossroads 
Coffeehouse in its first concert in its new home at 

Old Center Hall on Saturday, August 19th.   
White Street Blues will perform their eclectic mix of blues 
and rock-soaked cords, acoustic and electric tunes that 
is sure to delight with each and every note.  The music 
of WSB has been known to get folks up on their feet and 
dancing so dust off your dancing shoes and join us for 
an evening of fun, friendship and fabulous, live music.  
Proceeds from this concert will go to benefit People’s 
Pantry at the North Parish Church. 
  
White Street Blues Band includes Mike Bider - guitar & 
vocals, Dave Cook - harmonica, Mike Garron - bass, 
Bill Putnam - guitar & vocals, Marty Sinacore - guitar & 
vocals & Keith Wentzel – percussion.  These guys have 
been playing together for almost ten years now and you 
may have caught one of their recent benefit concerts for 
the MSPCA and Essex Art Center New Paint event.  
Don’t miss another chance to see these talented 
musicians. 
  

Crossroads coffeehouse is located across the 

street from the North Parish Church in its new location at 
Old Center Hall, 3 Great Pond Road, North Andover.  
$10 (recommended door donation).  All proceeds to 
benefit People’s Panty.  Doors open at 7:15, concert 
starts at 8:00.   For information, call 978-687-3960 (978-
687-7948 evening of the concert) or visit 
www.crossroads-coffeehouse.org   
  
Thank you for your support! 

 
  

AAllll  AArree  CCaalllleedd  
On Sunday, October 22, 2006 

The Social Action Committee will be holding a 
Social Action Fair after both services 

Delectable and Enticing Refreshments 

will be Offered 

An opportunity to find new ways to express your 
faith in the world 



  

We also thank all of the following persons 
who gave donations to the Building 
Expansion and Renovation Funds in 
memory of North Parish members Karl 
Kober (original volunteer project manager 
for the Building Project) and long-time 
member and Collector Martha Beardsley:  
 
 
 
Capital Campaign donations made in 
Martha Beardsley’s name: 
 
Don Bonette 
Jim Curry  
Terry Cote-Vizard 
Michael Marino 
Bill Yazbek 
Peter and Pam D'Ambrosio 
Claudia Wyllie 
Eleanor Wood 
Brady and Bette Franklin 
Ken and Susan Mackie 
Doris Osborn 
John and Karen Sewall 
Francis and Theresa Applegate 
Alan and Nancy Beardsley 
Margaret and Earl Efinger 
Barbara and James Platt 
Sue and Marty Sinacore 
Nancy Sears and Rebecca Cleary 
John and Eileen Sivolella 
Betty Hopping 
Anne Miller 
David and Joan Heskovits 
Donald Michaud  
Barbara & Francis Birch 
Virginia Blackman 
Eunice Campbell 
Kathryn L. Cronan 
& Touche LLP Deloitte   
EX SAS FBI 
Carol and John Lukae, Jr. 
K. & J. Smith 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Capital Campaign donations made in  
Karl Kober’s name: 
 
Allen, David 
Bischoff, Fred and Ann 
Collamore, Jim and Anne 
Crasco, Nancy & Kenneth 
Cristaldi, Lianne 
Denison, Maureen 
Goldsmith, Prest & Ringwall, Inc. 
Intinarelli, James W. 
Kellar Associates 
Kennedy, Kathleen 
Kennedy, Michael and Lantz, Theresa 
Lennhoff, Nancy 
Maugel Architects Inc. 
Phillips, Frank & Peggy 
Privitera, Donna 
Privitera, Mr. & Mrs. Salvatore 
Rood, Mr. & Mrs. C. 
Rosatone, John & Shirley 
The Kenneally Family 
Tremblay, Mr. & Mrs. David 
Whalen, John 
Whalen, Mary E. 
Wyllie, Claudia L. 

 


