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Sunday Summer Services
for Worship at 9am until September 10.

June 25, 2006 Special
Congregational Meeting -
Renovation Plans Voted to Proceed!!

by Vicky Kukas, Board of Trustees, Chair

Over 80 members attended the Special
Congregational Meeting held on Sunday, June 25,
2006. What a remarkable turnout for a summer
meeting!

This meeting was especially important to the Parish
as the congregation was asked to vote on whether
to move forward with our Meeting House renovation
plans including improving accessibility, expanding
the Parish Hall and the stairway, creating new
bathrooms, a new nursery and chapel/meeting
space.

The meeting was well coordinated; offering much
information about the pros and cons in order for the
Parish to make a well informed decision.

Our moderator, Peter Race, opened the meeting
and allowed the Articles to be read together as they
were related. There was a balance of presenters of
information and questions from the congregation.

Pat Edmonds provided an update on our additional
Capital Campaign fundraising. Pat happily
reported that many families & pastoral staff, very
excited about the renovation plans, pledged an
additional $242,000 within 2 weeks!!! Our goal of
$300,000 in additional pledges seems to be well
within our reach.

Reverend Lee Bluemel spoke of the history of our
current Meeting House and the important decisions
that our ancestors made and how we were making
our own history for future generations.

Debb Putnam spoke of the building tours that she
had helped to conduct and how much excitement
there was for our renovation plans. She spoke of
finding the faith within ourselves, in our
congregation, the community and how close we are
to making this a reality.

Clem Karl, Chair of the Building Task Force
provided us a “virtual” tour of the renovations plans
so that we could visualize in our minds how
welcoming our building would be with the
completed renovations.

Harry Voorhees, Building Task Force provided an
update on the renovation budget and plans to pay
for the project.

Bob Weldin, Treasurer, provided a financial update
on the minimal impact that the project would have
on our annual budget.

Peter Race then asked for a vote on each
article...the Congregation voted unanimously YEA
to proceed to the renovation plans.

Article Il was amended to remove the “mortgage”
option, which would delay the purchase of Old
Center Hall, incorporating 2 additional years of
leasing, while negotiations are being held with
Center Realty Trust. We will pursue creative
financing or lease to own options. The
Congregation voted unanimously YEA to proceed
with the amended article.

The Renovation work will begin this summer.
Although not all of the renovations will be
completed by fall; we are excited about our future in
our soon to be renovated space!! Congratulations
to alll!

Summer Worship Leaders

Date Service Leader

July 16 Mark Caggiano

July 23 Erik Kesting

July 30 Cathy French

August 6 Shelby Meyerhoff
August 13 Rev. David Blanchard
August 20 Rev. Lee Bluemel
August 27 Gail Forsyth-Vail

September 3 Mark Caggiano




What Comes After

The “Leap of Faith”?
By Debb Putnam

At the Special Meeting on the proposed building
plan, Rev. Lee spoke about the decision our church
ancestors made when they decided to build this,
our 5th Meetinghouse. By adding space for
religious education classes and for their “sociables”
(church suppers, community events) they wanted to
show the community-at-large AND themselves that
they were vital and growing.

Over the past few weeks my husband Bill and |
have talked with many of you about the current
building plan — and about the amount of money we
still needed to raise. So far, the response is
amazing. In 10 days almost a quarter of a million
dollars has been pledged!

Some of you offered to extend your Capital
Campaign pledge an additional year or to increase
it by 50% or more. A youth member pledged from a
summer job that had not yet been found. Others
pledged from their kids’ college fund or offered to
organize fundraising events. Pledges have even
come from neighbors and friends outside the
church.

The North Parish is a resource-rich community,
with people of amazing talents, passions, and
generosity. What is it that prompts us to donate our
money and efforts? | think that, like our church
ancestors, we need to show the community-at-large
and ourselves that we are STILL growing and
thriving.

For the Special Meeting | had thought to stand at
the door and hand out frog stickers to each
member, symbol of my wish that we all take a leap
of faith with this project. We did that with our vote.
Now we need to pay for it.

Please consider what you can do to help. And do it
soon. Make a new pledge or extend your previous
one. If you weren't sure when to pay your pledge,
pay it now. If you can, pay your pledge early and
help us reduce the amount we need to borrow
short-term. If you need a pledge form or want to
talk to someone about how to contribute, contact
Pat Edmonds at 978-475-3193. Or talk to me, Debb
Putnam, at 978-474-8925.

We can pay for this if we all help. We need do it
now! | hope you will join us.

News Around the Parish...

Deaths:

July 8, North Parish member, Dottie Hilbink. Our
condolences to her husband Ron, their children
Lisa and Tom, and their families. A Memorial
service will be held at North Parish on July 30 at
4PM.

Frederic W. Allen, July 9, father of Jennifer Allen
Melson. Our condolences to Jennifer, her husband
Donald, and children Brad and Garrett.

Rev. Chuck Markman, July 1, father of North
Parish member Ingrid Markman. Our condolences
to Ingrid, her husband Chip Carter and children
Evan and Maggie Carter.

Lester Disenhof, July 1, father of North Parish
member Larry Disenhof. Our condolences to Larry,
his wife Gigi and children Corinne and Alexander.

Joe Jarrell, July 1, father of Donna Cooper. Our
condolences to Donna, her husband Don and
children Duncan and Kate.

Please contact the North Parish office if you would
like the address of any of the above families.
Office@northparish.org or 978-687-7948.

Thank You's:

Dear North Parish,

| just wanted to write to say thank you so much for
choosing me as a recipient of the Amelia Reeve
Youth Social Action award. | was incredibly thrilled
and honored to be chosen; it really meant a lot to
me. | also really enjoyed my visit to your parish - it
was unlike any service I've ever been to before!

| was inspired by the close family feel of the parish
and also the words spoken that day. | really loved
the reading and sermon about “Long Haul” people;
the message was something great | carried away
with me that day when | confirmed that I'm going to
be a “long hauler” when it comes time to social
action and community service.

So, thanks again for the recognition, honor,
hospitality and inspiration you've given me that I'll
never forget.

Sincerely,

Ashley Trull



Ministerial Musings

Words at the June 25, 2006
Special Congregational Meeting
from Rev. Lee Bluemel

“Thank you for being here on this big day!
Whatever happens over the next hour will be going
down in history. Those of you who have read the
history of North Parish—And Firm Thine Ancient
Vow- know that the history books rely heavily on
the official records of congregational business--
congregational meetings like this one, today.

We learn, for example, that it was 171 years
ago, on March 5, 1835, that the congregation took
a vote about whether to build a new, 5th Meeting
House or repair the 4™ Meeting House. It was an
uneasy time, as there was a new church in town-
the Trinitarian Calvinistic Church- and 7 members
had already left NP to join it. 34 members voted in
favor of a new church. 22 voted to repair the old
one. By 12 votes, the “yeas” had it. They took a
risk, and they gave us this sanctuary that we have
today.

Since I've come to NP, I've been aware of a
profound love of and sense of gratitude for this
building, and also for the faith and generosity of our
ancestors.

But I've also sensed some frustration,
shame and fear for the times when we have not
paid our own way, but have lived off that
generosity. Shame, perhaps, because we know
that generosity is a virtue. Frustration, because we
would like to do better. Fear because we’re not
sure we can trust one another to do so.

In the last few weeks, | have heard a new
voice among you, a sense that where there’s a will,
there is a way. That if we were to tally the
collective wealth of all the members of this
congregation, we would realize that we can afford
whatever we want to afford. That big and small, if
we act together, all of our contributions can add up
to a mighty sum and more importantly, a spirit of
new trust and cooperation with one another.

To me, this is the significance of this day,
June 25, 2006: It might be the day when we claim
that we have a new story: that we are not only the
recipients of our ancestors’ generosity, but we are
the next generation of generous ancestors,
ourselves. Not only that our generosity will restore
this building and make it accessible and more
welcoming, but that by getting this project off our
plates, we will be releasing our energy and
generosity and that of new members to work on
other parts of our mission in the wider world.

Whatever happens in the next hour— and
possibly in the next weeks as we continue to turn to

each other to fully fund this dream— we will be
making history.

June 25™, 2006 will be in the next history
book. Our task this morning is to decide what that
history will say.”

~Lee

Speaking Frankly

This morning, even before making a cup of tea, |
did something | haven't done in a while. | sat and
wrote in my journal. Lately I've been feeling
scattered, and | needed to just write for a while to
get to the heart of things. And it helped.

I’'m someone who really looks forward to summer
and its promise of time to fish, to relax, to be with
my family. But my writing helped me to realize that
summer can be trying too, because | tend to have
less of an interior life in these warmer days. There
are so many things | might do! And I’'m someone
who needs some quiet, reflective time in my life.

Writing in my journal this morning felt like prayer to
me, and it helped me to remember that other
things, like weeding and walking—anything that
calls me to pay attention—can be prayer too.

The other day my mom send me a clipping from the
magazine Spirituality & Health that included a new
poem by Mary Oliver and a reflection by Kathleen
Norris. The poem, titled “Messenger,” begins “My
work is loving the world.” (To read the poem and
the reflection, go to
http://www.spiritualityhealth.com/NMagazine/article
S.php?id=1490.)

Summer reminds us that our work is loving the
world and the lives we have been given. Our work
is paying attention to what is right in front of us--the
beauty and the pain, the joy and the sorrow.

A number of recent losses in our congregation
remind us that illness and death do not take the
summer off. That's one reason I'm glad that we are
gathering every Sunday for worship, for time to be
together, to sing and share our joys and sorrows.
Wherever you are this summer, | hope you
continue to feel connected to our North Parish
community, and part of our circle of care.

Our work is loving the world. In this season, | wish
for you the time and grace to know that this is true.
In faith,
~Frank




Religious Education News

I hope this finds you and your family happily
enjoying the summertime!

I've been enjoying attending services this summer
and savoring the opportunity to linger and chat with
people over lemonade, a treat that is rare for me.
North Parishioners are wonderful folks to spend
time with If you are thinking about coming on a
summer Sunday and haven't yet done so, | highly
recommend it.

The pace of things changes in the summer, as |
turn my attention to longer term projects.

1. I've been meeting with the marketing team (in
fact, they are meeting at my house on Friday
evening July 14). Plans are underway for some
advertising in late August that will draw people to
the North Parish via the children’s religious
education program. I've been developing brochures
for “seekers” who want to learn more about what
we offer for young children, school-age children,
and youth and their families. Within a few weeks,
there will be brochures that you can share with
interested friends and acquaintances.

2. Another project is the development of religious
education programming for children and parents
together. Scheduled to happen early on Thursday
evenings (early enough so as not to delay
bedtime!), the program will focus on family identity
guestions using stories as a vehicle and a
springboard  for  multi-age  activities  and
conversation. I'll base the sessions on a curriculum
about families developed in Minneapolis and
currently being used by several Unitarian
Universalist churches. On the agenda will be many
of the issues that challenge families as we work
together to discover answers to age-old questions:
who are we as a family? What is it that we are
called to do in the world?

3. A third summer project, this one already
completed, has been the writing of Adapting Small
Group Ministry for Children’s Religious Education
Volume I, a compilation of many of the sessions |
have written for the children’s RE program over the
last three years (Volume | had material from the
first two years of using a “small group ministry”
model for children’'s RE, a model introduced in
September 2001). Income from sales of the book
goes to the North Parish. So far, the income has
already exceeded printing and other costs, so it is
officially turning a profit just three weeks after going
on sale! An added bonus is that through the writing
process, the material for “wisdom from Jewish and

Christian scriptures” has been sufficiently revised to
make it completely ready for use this coming fall
and winter.

I am still seeking stories about camp experiences
that grow our spirits, hoping to use some of them
as part of the worship service | will lead on August
27. If you or your children have summer camp (or
scout camping) stories you'd like to share with me,
let me know. [I'll talk with you so you don’t have to
write them out!

Happy Summer!

Gail Forsyth-Vail, Director of Religious Education
978-685-7855; dre@northparish.org

For the Men at North Parish

By Dan Luterman

Men, are you coming to church and not making a
connection in the usual places like R.E., coffee
hour, and the church socials?

~Do you want to volunteer and help the church but
can't afford a big time commitment?

~Do you want to get involved in something but
unsure of what?

~Did you know that North Parish has a Men’s
Group?

It is mostly a social group. We get together once a
month for dinner, drinks, and conversation. We
also make ourselves available to help out with
various one time church projects; cleaning up
before and after the Red Bow Fair, small
construction projects, moving things, transporting
people and things to and from church.

If you are interested in joining us for dinner and
conversation or want to be on the mailing list to
hear about what we are planning, please send an
email to men@northparish.org with the subject
“subscribe”.

* WANTED?* Do you have any unwanted sewing
patterns (clothing, costume, crafts, home decorating,
etc.) you would like to give to a good home? | will pay
(yard sale price) for some. All patterns accepted (used
or uncut) especially old or out of print patterns, all
Vogue, and any unusual/obscure one of a kind type
patterns. | am also looking for patterns or books about
wool quilting or “penny rug” patterns, and any other
quilting, sewing, knitting, crocheting or other craft books,
patterns, magazines. Please call or email Ann
Takvorian, (978)372-4378, gntlyoga@comcast.net




Prison Issues Group Start-Up

| am very interested in starting a discussion group,
study group, book-reading group related to prison
issues.

Is anyone else interested? There are so many
topics to explore: what makes us feel safe? What
is punishment? How do prisons work and what is it
like on the inside? What do we do to make our
communities safe? Who are the bad guys? What
about the victims? What are the connections
between racism, classism, feminism, and the prison
population?

I know of many books we can read and discuss. |
know of speakers who would love to come to
church and talk with us. I know there is information
from the UUA we can also get a hold of and study.
Are you interested? Please call me at 978-834-
0903 or e-mail me at samanning7@hotmail.

I would love to talk with you.

~ Susan Manning
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Parish Nursing
Questionnaire
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First a brief history of Parish Nursing.
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The schedule for the next Messenger
deadlines and mailing:

Deadline Mail-Out

Aug 1 Aug 3
Aug 28 Aug 31
Sept 7 Sept 11
Sept 21 Sept 25

Please be aware of the deadlines and mail-out
dates for any Committee or Parish Council
communication needs. The North Parish E-
News will be going out sporadically — as
necessary. (No news = no E-News!)




Congregational Leader Program

Being a congregational leader can be challenging and
confusing. The Learning Congregation program provides
ongoing training in some of the most difficult and
common challenges faced by church leaders.

While the challenges may be common, the approaches
you'll find in our workshops are anything but. Some of
our workshop leaders are internationally known for their
innovative, effective work in their field. All our workshops
will help you deal with problems at a deep, thoughtful
level, leading to meaningful, positive change in your
congregation.

North Parish has just received a “Season’s Pass” in
order to take advantage of all these wonderful
programs offered by the Mass Bay District of the
UUA.

If you have an interest in attending one of these
workshops, please note that registration is paid by
North Parish, and any members interested in
attending should contact Gary Adams, Parish
Council Chair, through the church office or via his
email, gadams@aappm.org

The first workshop is August 19

Crucial Conversations:

Planning That Gets to the Heart of
the Matter

with Rev. Alice Mann

?
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The other workshops throughout the year are:

e October 7: Bringing Spirituality to the
Work We Do with Margaret Benefiel

e November 11: This Old Church with the
Rev. Dr. Nancy Muth

e December 9: Conflict Transformation with
the Rev. Dr. Terasa Cooley

e January 13: Who's in Charge? with the Rev.
Dr. Terasa Cooley and the Rev. Dr.
Elizabeth Strong

e February 10: Intergenerational Worship
with the MBD Music & Worship Arts Team

e March 10: Inspired Faith, Effective Action
with Rev. Meg Riley

e April 14: Annual Meeting & Colloquium
with Rev. Gil Rendle

e May 12A How Do We Keep Our Youth?
" 1 D.% C

MONTHLY MEETINGS/EVENTS/SMALL
GROUPS

Please see the on-line calendar at
http://calendar.yahoo.com/north_parish
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Connection Lunches - All are welcome - beginning in
September:
1% Tuesday: Monthly Theme (related to liturgical
year)

2" Tuesday: Religion and the News (topics welcome)
3" Tuesday: Original Lunch Bunch (Retirees and
Friends)

4™ Tuesday: Ministers Book Group (books assigned,

all welcome)
Buddhist Guided Meditation: 0
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Buddhist Peer-led Study Group: / G4
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Book/Movie Discussion Group: D / +
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Buddhist Meditation and Potluck Supper: D 4
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Standing on the Side of Love

If you've driven past the church playground on
Great Pond Road, or looked past the scaffolding to the
Wayside Pulpit since July 4th, you may have seen the
two banners that incorporate the logo from the UUA’s
“Unitarian Universalists Stand on the Side of Love”
Campaign. The Social Action Committee has hung these
in response to the UUA’s encouragement that
congregations take action of public witness during the
time leading up to the Massachusetts and federal
constitutional amendment votes.

Many of you participated in our discussions
about our original proposal to hang a banner with
“People of Faith Support Equal Marriage” on the
scaffolding. Similar banners have been placed on a
number of churches, both UU and other denominations,
including the historic UU church on the common in
Quincy. Some expressed concern about banners of any
kind on the church, and some expressed their own
feeling of being unprepared to have the conversations
with family or friends that might be initiated by the signs.

We have tried to be respectful of the various
opinions by using the UUA’s campaign logo, without any
explicit reference to marriage, and by using the
playground fence and the Wayside Pulpit message
board rather than the historic church building. Social
Action has had conversations with the ministerial staff
and the Board of Trustees as we have tried to find a way
to take our faith into the wider community while
respecting everyone within our church community.

When the summer renovation work is complete,
we will be placing educational materials in the Parish
Hall, including “Talking Points” and “Answers to
Freqguently Asked Questions” to help you through any
difficult conversations. We will also try to get these
materials on to the North Parish website as soon as
possible. In the meantime, there is excellent material
available on the UUA (www.uua.org) website. Also, feel
free to contact Pat Grimm of the Social Action
Committee, or Lee, Frank, or Gail with any questions or
concerns you may have.

The Great Pond Sangha Study Group
has decided on a new book list.
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If you are interested in studying this book with
us and would like us to order a copy for you,
contact Phil Malloy (malloyps@yahoo.com). It is
also widely available at larger bookstores.
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"Dharma teachings are boundless--we vow to
master them!"
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Sound System Person needed...
The Worship Committee is looking for
someone to be responsible for the sound
system and the weekly recording of services.
Please contact Ginny Montella at 978-687-
9811 or email Virginia-m@-comcast.net or
Linda Woolford, 978-475-9028 or email
lawoolford@comcast.net

Why wait for the mail to bring you the

Messenger?! The Messenger is on-line at the
North Parish website! Now you don’t have to wait
and get a paper copy of the Messenger after an
event! Go to www.northparish.org/messenger.htm
and get your copy on Friday before the mailing
even goes out! Just email office@northparish.org
and tell us “Great idea! I'll download my own copy,
thanks!”

North Parish Opening: Nursery Supervisor
Reporting to the Early Childhood Coordinator, the
Nursery Supervisor is responsible for overseeing the
North Parish’s Sunday morning nursery. This 10-month
position runs from Labor Day through Memorial Day.
Normal work hours are Sunday mornings from 8:30 —
12:30. However, the Nursery Supervisor also will
coordinate nursery care for special events such as
annual meetings, which occur two or three times a year.
The hourly rate is $12.

Responsibilities:

e Lead team of paid nursery caregivers in making
the nursery a safe and welcoming space for very
young children.

e Train and supervise teen nursery attendants and
adult volunteers.

 Implement safe congregation guidelines.

e Institute and supervise procedures that allow for
smooth operation and maximum safety for
children.

e Address any parent concerns that may arise.

Qualifications:

e Mature, responsible adult with supporting
references.

e Significant childcare experience.

e Supervisory experience helpful.

 Experience in working with volunteers.

e CPR and first aid certification; will train if
candidate does not have certifications.

Apply to:

Please send cover letter and resume with three
references to:

Carolyn Zimmer, Early Childhood Coordinator
190 Academy Road, North Andover, MA 01845
(978) 685-7855

All Are
Called

On Sunday, October 22, 2006

The Social Action Committee will be

holding a Social Action Fair after both
services

Tentatively planned for Old Center Hall
(Exact location to be determined, as we may undergo
significant space reallocations and repurposing before
then.)

Delectable and Enticing Refreshments
will be Offered

An opportunity to find new ways to
express your faith in the world

What you will find at the fair:

1. People involved in more than 16 programs
taking our faith out into the community.

2. Answers to your questions about these
programs.

3. Information about upcoming activities for you to
participate in.

4. Information about the Social Action Committee.




