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Religious Education begin at 9am and 11am 

 

  

A North Parish Events Calendar that you can check on-
line is available from the North Parish website 
www.northparish.org or you can go directly to the 

calendar by typing in 
http://calendar.yahoo.com/north_parish 

 
 
Ministerial Musings 
Thank you!  Thank you to everyone at church who 
made the Interfaith Community Thanksgiving 
service a welcoming and inspiring experience. 
Thanks to:  
-- Laura Howell who represented the Great Pond 
Sangha in the service, and Rev. Frank who 
represented us,  
-- Jim Dalton and the Choir members who sang 
THREE TIMES that Sunday (including the 
"Alleluia" with a high "C" for the sopranos), 
-- the World Music Ensemble of Barry Lowe, 
Kim Adami, Laura Landy, John Schulman and 
Jim Dalton,  
--Worship Assistants Extraordinaire (!!!) Lanie 
Lincoln and Keith Connors,  
-- "Marshall" Gail Forsyth-Vail who helped to 
welcome service participants and got them lined up 
single file-and quiet-- for the processional (Gail 
says "That really was like herding cats" and "The 
last time I did that was for a pageant!") 
-- Debb Putnam for acting as liaison for the North 
Parish prayer shawl ministry (about 30 shawls knit 
by our members and members of the Merrimack 
Valley Shawl Ministry were blessed during the 
service and are now on their way to victims of 
Hurricane Katrina),  
-- Leslie Young-Lemire who coordinated a 
wonderful reception, 
--the Senior Youth Group for ushering and helping 
with the reception and looking and being wonderful,  

-- Pat Edmonds for the gorgeous display of flowers 
and gourds on our pulpit,  
-- Loretta, Bob and Robert Middleton and Ginny 
Montella who stayed to the very end of kitchen 
clean-up. (Ginny also has our thanks for helping 
Father Paul Keyes get into his robe and stole- she 
says "The first and probably the last time I'll ever 
dress a priest!"),  
-- Cynthia Sulesky for the Order of Service,  
-- Kim Adami for finding the crucial old lamp and 
extension cord for the pulpit in the nick of time (it 
was an evening service and it can be hard to see up 
there),  
-- Richard Beaudoin for setting up the sanctuary 
and all the extra cleaning,  
-- All those who cooked and shopped for the 
reception,  
-- All those who attended and welcomed all of 
our guests.     
 The evening wouldn't have happened so 
beautifully without all of you!   
 
 As I write this, I am wishing each of you a 
restful and gratitude-filled Thanksgiving Day.  
Since Terry and I just moved to our new house on 
November 6, we will likely spend part of the 
morning unpacking a few more boxes in preparation 
for company at our afternoon meal.  ("Where are 
the casserole dishes, anyway? And the turkey 
baster?")  By the time folks arrive, I think we'll have 
a proper perspective on being thankful for extended 
family and thoroughly disgusted by our "stuff".   
 Perhaps unpacking is the ideal preparation 
for the Christmas season-"'tis better to give than 
receive" and all that.  Meanwhile, I hope you all 
receive what it is that your heart needs in these 
days.   
     See you soon - hopefully at the Red Bow Fair! 
     ~Lee   
 

December Sunday Offerings: 
December 11 - RE Teacher’s Meeting; UU Hike 
December 18 - Holiday Potluck and Sing-along 
December 24 - 3:30pm Children’s Service 
    5pm and 7pm - Christmas Eve Services 
December 25 - 11am Service only 
There will be no childcare for Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day services as the nursery will be 
closed. 
 
Please see the enclosed calendar for more 
information about all the events of December! 

 



Speaking Frankly 
 
The Sunday evening before Thanksgiving, the North 
Parish hosted this year’s Community Thanksgiving 
Service. The tradition is that this service circulates 
among the churches in North Andover, and this year was 
our turn. But this year there was a twist—the service 
was, for the first time, interfaith—it included people from 
outside the Catholic and Protestant traditions. 
 
The Interfaith Community Service of Thanksgiving held 
at the North Parish on the Sunday evening before 
Thanksgiving was a wonderful celebration of the 
diversity of faiths in our community. I was moved by the 
presence and participation of people from so many 
different religious traditions: Muslim, Roman Catholic, 
Jewish, Hindu, Baptist, Buddhist, Episcopal, 
Congregational, Armenian Apostolic, United Methodist 
and Unitarian Universalist. To hear the Muslim call to 
prayer and Hindu prayers in their original languages, and 
to hear scriptures read and prayers offered from a 
diversity of traditions was a beautiful reminder that we 
can celebrate our differences, as well as the things we 
hold in common. 
 
The Interfaith Service made me proud of our church—
that we hosted this first-ever event. So many people 
helped make it happen—the choir and musicians and 
Jim Dalton; the high school youth, who got dressed up 
and served as ushers; Gail Forsyth-Vail, who as 
Marshall organized all the service participants; Worship 
Assistants Keith Connors and Lanie Lincoln; Leslie 
Young-Lemire, who coordinated the reception, and all 
who contributed to it; the Middleton family—Loretta, Bob 
and Robert, and Ginny Montella, who stayed to the end, 
cleaning up in the kitchen. 
 
The service made me so proud to be one of your 
ministers, and grateful for the chance to participate in it. I 
believe strongly in interfaith work. I think we as UU’s 
have the chance and the responsibility to reach across 
religious boundaries and make common cause with 
other people of faith—to dialogue with each other, to 
support each other, and to work for the common good. 
But this isn’t as easy as it sounds. It takes time and trust 
to build relationships and cooperation. 
 
That’s why I am particularly proud to be Rev. Lee 
Bluemel’s colleague. The Interfaith Service would not 
have happened without her vision, her organizational 
skills, and the many hours of effort she put into reaching 
out to people of other faith traditions and inviting them to 
join us. It would have been a lot easier to just do what 
has been done in the past, just as it is easy to sit back 
and say, “It sure would be nice to have some interfaith 
encounters,” but Lee really walked the talk, and in doing 
so, she gave us a real gift. We should all be very proud 
of her. 
 
Hopefully the Interfaith Community Service of 
Thanksgiving will be a tradition that continues for a long 
time—a tradition that began here at the North Parish. 

This Thanksgiving, I’m so grateful to be part of this 
church community! 
 
         

     ~Frank  
 

RE News 
  
So many Thank You’s this week! 
 

• To those youth who helped out with the bread 
communion on Sunday. 

• To the Senior Youth who ushered and helped 
with the reception following the Interfaith Service 
on Sunday 

• To Leila Smith, who volunteered to coordinate 
communication about district youth events 

• To the children/junior youth who painted and 
drew pictures of the wonders of the universe for 
which they are grateful and to Carolyn Zimmer, 
who put them on the pew doors for all to enjoy. 

• To all the children who contributed words and 
thoughts to the “Children’s Litany of Thanks” for 
Sunday and all who helped to sing the UU 
blessing Song 

• To the third and fourth graders who held a bake 
sale for MSPCA and raised more than $130! 

 
Looking Ahead 
 
December 4 
Fifth through eighth graders will visit the Chinmaya 
Mission in Andover. A US Mail letter with details and a 
permission slip has been mailed to families with details. 
Younger children will have a short worship service that 
morning and meet in small groups as usual. 
 
December 11 
On December 11, we’ll be talking about angels.  I’ll invite 
children to bring angels with them to help make an 
angelic altar: small statuettes, stuffed animals, pictures 
of angels, etc. 
 
See you Sunday (and if I don’t, I hope you had a great 
Thanksgiving wherever you were)! 
 
Gail Forsyth-Vail 
dre@northparish.org 
 
  
 
Men’s Group News 
The next men’s group meeting will be a combination 
meeting, social action and food. It is scheduled for 
Thursday Dec 1. We will meet at North Parish at about 
5 pm and we will help prepare the parish hall for the Red 
Bow Fair. After that, we will reward ourselves with dinner 
at the 99’s in North Andover. If you would like to be 
informed of future meetings, send an email to 
men@northparish.org with “Subscribe” in the subject line 
of the email. 



The Social Action Committee is hosting a movie 
night on December 14 at 7 pm:  “Wal-mart:  The 
High Cost of Low Price.”  UU's for a Just Economic 
Community has been encouraging screenings of 
this film, so you will be joining with other UU's from 
across the country to highlight the issue of "big box" 
stores.  Popcorn and drinks provided, and there will 
be a discussion afterwards for all who are 
interested.   

 
 

December 25 and January 1 
One Service at 11am only. 

 
     This year's Christmas offering will be 
divided between North Parish and two other 
organizations.           
 The first, Lawrence Community Works, is a 
community development corporation working with 
the children of Lawrence and their parents to build 
family and community assets with the goal of the 
economic and physical revitalization of Lawrence. 
 The second, the UUA-UUSC Earthquake 
fund, will benefit people who are desperately in 
need of help to survive the coming winter. Give as 
generously as you can, to spread joy and goodwill 
to the world! 

Further Information Re: 
North Parish Holiday offering  
The victims of the earthquake in Pakistan had the 
misfortune of poor scheduling—their disaster occurred 
just after Hurricane Katrina, and less than a year after the 
devastation of the tsunami in Southeast Asia.  
Contributions from other countries are far from meeting 
the needs of the victims as winter approaches, and in 
some areas, relief efforts are in danger of having to be 
halted due to lack of funds.  This will leave families who 
have lost everything facing a harsh winter in a 
mountainous area with no shelter but a tent, and no 
reserves of food.  The UUSC and UUA are working with 
local and community-based NGO’s in Pakistan to ensure 
that our aid reaches the most vulnerable.   
Closer to home, Lawrence Community Works is 
making a positive difference in the lives of low-income 
and immigrant families.  A glance at their website, 
www.lawrencecommunityworks.org, shows a 
smorgasbord of innovative projects designed to break 
the cycle of poverty in a city where nearly 50% of youth 
drop out of high school, and only 10% of adults have a 
college degree.  They are currently raising funds for 
“Our House for Design and Technology”, which will 
house programs for teens in developing career skills, 
college preparation and leadership development.  For 

adults, there are ongoing programs on financial literacy, 
computer training and English language skills.  
Lawrence Community Works is one of the strongest of 
the local community development organizations, and 
well deserving of our support. 
 Please share what you can, so that as many as possible 
may join in the goodwill and joy of the season. 
 

 
 

Ongoing Offerings 
 
Lunches at North Parish Tuesdays at noon with 
Rev. Lee Bluemel, Gail Forsyth-Vail and Rev. 
Frank Clarkson  
 
Reminder: Please do not use or bring anything 
with nuts, including peanut butter. 
 
 1st Tuesdays: Connection Lunch  
Join the ministers, Director of Religious Education and 
others for a casual brown bag lunch and a chance to talk 
about issues affecting our lives. All are welcome, 
including those currently facing a struggle and those who 
have come out the other side.   
 December 6: Surviving the Holiday Blues 
 
 2nd Tuesdays: Little Ones Lunch  
Moms and dads with little ones at home—join us for a 
brown bag lunch & play time! Nursing moms welcome. 
December 13 
 
 3rd Tuesdays: The Original Lunch Bunch 
 Join the Minister Emeritus, the other ministers & church 
folks for a brown bag lunch and lively conversation. 
People with grandchildren, opinions & a sense of humor 
are especially welcome! 
December 20 
 

  Vocal Choir Schedule 

  

Tues., Dec. 6, 7 - 8:30 pm 
 
Tues., Dec. 13, 7 - 8:30 pm 
 

No rehearsal -- Tues., Dec. 20 -- Jim & Maggi performing 
in Virginia 
 
Thurs., Dec. 22, 7 - 8:30 pm (Note: different day)  
 

Sing:  
Dec. 24 for 7 pm service (arrive at 6)  
 

No rehearsals until after the New Year begins. 
 
 

Congratulations to Simon and Michaela 
Voorhees, whose reflections on Guest at Your 
Table were just posted on the UUSC website!    



Did You Know 
               …about the NP E-News? 
  
There is a weekly Email Newsletter that 
goes out to most members of the North 
Parish. This e-note does not repeat news, 
and can be used especially for items of 
critical note (a death in the Parish) and can 
also be used to advertise things not allowed 
in the Messenger. If you have an event to 
promote and forgot to send it in time for the 
Messenger, or a group that is meeting or a 
cancellation, this is the best place to send it. 
 The NP E-News goes out once a week 
- generally on Thursday afternoons. Simply 
e-mail Office@northparish.org to join. 
Please put “subscribe” or “ad for E-News” 
in the subject line by Wednesday of any 
week. 
 

Crossroads Coffeehouse 
Featuring Lisa McCormick and Cactus Highway in a 
double bill concert on December 10th. 
 Singer-songwriter Lisa McCormick's strong 
clear voice and sharp sense of humor light up the stage, 
with distinctly original contemporary acoustic songs. An 
accomplished songwriter, McCormick took the overall 
Grand Prize in the USA Songwriting contest in 1997 and 
the Grand Prize in the MIXX Magazine Indie Band 
Contest. She was nominated by Vermont Senator James 
Jeffords to be the sole performing artist representing her 
home state on the Millennium Stage at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington, DC. Her debut CD, Right Now, 
received preliminary nominations for Song of the Year, 
Pop Female Vocal Performance, and Pop Album of the 
Year for the 40th Annual Grammy Awards. 
 Andrea Wollstadt and Rob Duquette are the 
New England-based funky folk-pop duo, Cactus 
Highway. The talented duo met while studying music at 
the University of New Hampshire and since then have 
toured extensively allowing multiple genres of music to 
flow naturally into their eclectic live music. Rob sings, 
plays guitar and drums. Andrea sings, plays saxophone, 
flute and keyboard. Boston Herald calls Cactus Highway 
“an acoustic act of true sophistication that merge folk, 
pop, jazz in flowing, smooth, unpretentious ways”. 
Crossroads Coffeehouse at North Parish. Doors open 
7:15, concert starts 8:00, tickets are $14. For 
information, call 978-687-3960 (978-687-7948 evening 
of the concert) or visit www.crossroads-coffeehouse.org. 

Food Drive! 
A group of 7th and 8th graders are organizing a 
food drive for the People's Pantry. Be sure to 
pick up a flier and an empty grocery bag at 
coffee hour, and return it the following week 
with food for the Pantry. The drive will continue 
throughout the holiday season. 

 
 WANTED! Denominational Affairs Committee: Are 

you interested in what’s going on in the wider 
association of UU congregations? Would you like to 
attend District conferences and events, or become 
informed on our national Study-Action issues? NP 

member Bob Johnson is interested in talking with others 
who have interest in Denominational Affairs. Contact him 
at 978-374-5386 or at wintrymix@verizon.net if you are 

interested.  
 
WANTED! Temporary Nanny for 3 ½ year old. Parent 
(NP member) is undergoing surgery requiring six week 
recuperation time, probably early in the new year. Sleep 
at home in Bradford for first few weeks; help get child up, 
dressed and out to daycare at 7:00 am, help with dinner 
and bed from 5:00 to 7:30 pm. Child is very neat and 
independent! Nanny must be able to drive. Paid position, 
no cleaning or grocery shopping. Contact Rev. Lee for 
more information, 978-687-7948  
 

Christmas Caroling  
at Sutton Hill Nursing Home 

Sunday Dec. 11 
Meet in the Parish Hall after coffee at 

12:15PM.  We’ll carpool to the Sutton Hill 
Nursing Home on Route 114 in North Andover. 
  
 

Holiday Potluck and Sing-along! 
Sunday, December 18 at 6:30PM 

Contact Dotti Anderson for more details at 978-
887-3099 or dotti.anderson@comcast.net 

========================= 

Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Services 

3:30PM - Children’s Service with  
 Rev. Lee and Gail Forsyth-Vail 
5PM - Rev. Lee and Rev. Frank   
7PM - Rev. Lee and Rev. Frank   
========================= 

Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day Service 

11AM only 
Gail Forsyth-Vail 

No Childcare, Nursery or RE Classes 


