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Sunday Services for Worship and  
Religious Education begin at 9am and 11am 

 
  
A North Parish Events Calendar that you can check on-

line is available from the North Parish website 
www.northparish.org or you can go directly to the 

calendar by typing in 
http://calendar.yahoo.com/north_parish 

 
 
Ministerial Musings 
 

On November 6th my sermon was on “A New 
Frame of Mind”—the need for a liberal religious voice to 
join and help re-frame the national political-religious 
dialogue dominated by secular liberals and 
fundamentalist Christians.  For those who asked about 
organizations who focus on this, I would refer you to the 
Interfaith Alliance (www.interfaithalliance.org), 
Americans United for Separation of Church and State 
(www.au.org) or for a Christian perspective, Sojourners: 
Faith, Politics, Culture (www.sojo.net).  Anyone wishing 
to form a focus group on this at church should feel free 
to call the office with a suggested date and time.  As I 
shared on Sunday, past UUA President the Rev. John 
Buehrens suggests that the real issue for us to be 
concerned about is not “compulsively keeping all 
religious speech and symbols out of public discourse”, 
but “the use of public funds to support religious 
institutions.”   

Now for more mixing of church and state: a 
reminder that we are hosting the annual North 
Andover community Thanksgiving service this year.  
In the past, this has been an “ecumenical” 
(interdenominational Christian) service.  This practice 
has always bothered me, as my feeling is that a religious 
service for the town should do its best to reflect all the 
various religious faiths of town members, even if their 
houses of worship are not located within the North 
Andover boundaries.  So this year, we will instead be 
hosting an INTERFAITH service, with representatives 
from the Jewish, Buddhist and Muslim communities 
joining us.  Please come and invite your friends- 
especially those of different faiths!   If you know of 
someone who lives in North Andover who is active in the 
Chinmaya Maruti Mission (Hindu) in Andover who might 

be interested in participating, please let me know ASAP! 
 We have not yet received a response from that quarter.   
The service will be Sunday night, November 20 from 
7:30 pm to 8:30 pm with a short reception afterward. 

There are so many great things happening these 
days at church—the Center for Spiritual Renewal, a new 
phase of the Jericho Road project, the welcoming of new 
members, bringing art and interfaith expressions to our 
worship experiences and more.  You are always 
welcome to bring a friend to church-- perhaps someone 
who is in search of a community like ours.   

See you in church--   
 
    Lee  

 
P.S. This week’s “The Church Has Left 
the Building” award goes to Lani 
Arnzen, for her storytelling coaching for 
the Public Voice Theater Project “And 
We Still Rise” held on November 11th-
13th in Boston, in which ex-prisoners 

and their loved ones shared their stories “for the purpose 
of healing, education, empowerment and social 
change.”  Who do you know who is carrying their faith 
into the world?    

  
By the way, on Sunday I mentioned the curiosity 

that the Religious Right claims as their own the seven 
Unitarians among the nine (rather promiscuous) 
Founding Fathers.  The American Family Association 
actually offers tours of Washington D.C. and Mt. Vernon 
that are billed as “Spiritual Heritage Tours- to discover 
the deep, rich Christian heritage of our country and the 
people who founded it.”   Does anyone know any 
accidental undercover political religious activists in 
D.C.?   

 
 

Giving Thanks, Giving Back:  
An Interfaith Community Thanksgiving 

Service at The North Parish 
Sunday, Nov. 20th at 7:30pm 

Please join us and invite your friends of different 
religious backgrounds!  To offer help with the 
reception, contact Hospitality Chair Leslie Young-
Lemire at 978-975-5602.  The service will include a 
blessing of prayer shawls that will be sent to New 
Orleans refugees by the Interfaith Prayer Shawl 
ministry and the North Parish prayer shawl 
ministry.  There will also be a special collection for 
The People’s Pantry, music from the North Parish 
World Music Ensemble and combined church 
choirs, readings and call to prayer from various 
faith traditions, and a message from the Rev. Larry 
Peacock, new executive director of the Rolling 
Ridge Conference and Retreat Center in North 
Andover.  Please join us in hosting the wider 
community!  

 



Speaking Frankly Softly 
 
This fall at the North Parish I’ve been reminded, again, 
of the power of music to move and inspire and restore 
our souls. I love that music is such an integral and 
treasured part of our worship. As a preacher, it’s 
humbling to realize that words only go so far; that music 
has the potential to take us where words can’t.  
 
I’ve come to see that our music and our words also 
depend on silence; that the space between musical 
notes and between words is just as important as the 
sounds themselves. Deep listening requires us to make 
room for silence, to also hear what it has to say, to let 
what we have heard sink in and resonate within us. 
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “I enjoy the silence in a 
church before the service more than any sermon.” I 
wonder what he would say if he visited the North Parish! 
There’s usually not much silence to be found here before 
the service. Is it a sign of our busy and noisy culture that 
we don’t tend toward silence when we come into the 
church?  
 
On one hand, I want to celebrate the joy and fellowship 
we share. On the other, I know that many of us hunger 
for some time for silence. At their last meeting, the 
Worship Committee talked about this issue, and 
particularly how it’s often hard to hear the musical 
prelude because of the amount of talking before the 
service. The committee decided to ask the congregation 
to make an effort to be quieter once the prelude begins. 
Doing this shows respect and appreciation for our 
musicians, and for those who come to church seeking 
some quiet time.  
 
What if we think of lowering our voices as we enter the 
church as a spiritual practice? Can we see this as a way 
to touch what is deep within ourselves, to sense the holy 
in our midst, and as a gift we offer to others? In our 
world, silence can be a precious commodity. Might we 
make room for a little more of it, and tune our ears and 
hearts to hear the sounds of silence? 
     ~Frank  
 
RE News 
  

Looking Ahead to Thanksgiving Sunday 
(November 20): 

On November 20, children, youth, and families will begin 
in the sanctuary for our Thanksgiving service, which will 
include bread communion, a food collection for the 
People’s Pantry, and the distribution of Guest at Your 
Table boxes, which benefit the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee. 
 
The People’s Pantry staff has requested specific items 
for their Thanksgiving food distribution. To assure proper 
amounts of each item, I have assigned children/youth by 
ages. I invite your children to bring the following 

items on November 20 to donate to the People’s 
Pantry: 
  
             Pre-K, K, & older nursery children: Canned soup 

Grades 1-2: Stuffing mix 
Grades 3-4: Canned turkey gravy 
Grades 5-6: Canned cranberry sauce 
Grades 7-8: Bottled salad dressings 

  
 Adults are welcome to bring money (checks payable to 
the North Parish, and memo line = “People’s Pantry”) or 
to join in the 7th and 8th grade food drive for the pantry 
and bring an entire bag of groceries! 
  
Looking Ahead to November 27 
This will be a "Special Sunday." We'll tell the stone soup 
story and invite the congregation to join us after service 
in eating "stone soup!" 
  
Looking Ahead to December 4 
Fifth through eighth graders will visit the Chinmaya 
Mission in Andover on Sunday, December 4. All grade 
5-8 children/youth (both services) will be asked to 
come at 9 AM that morning for the field trip; we’ll have 
everyone back by noon that day. I’d like to know by 
November 22 of who is planning to go so that I can 
arrange carpools and other details. Thanks! 
 

Gail Forsyth-Vail, Director of Religious Education 
 
 
 
Our condolences to Dotti Anderson and her family upon 
the death of Dotti’s mother on October 7th, following a 
four year struggle with dementia.  A memorial service 
was held in Iowa.   
 
 
 
UPCOMING SERVICES:  
Nov. 20th:  Intergenerational Thanksgiving Service 
and Bread Communion.  Special collection for the 
People’s Pantry and distribution of Guest at Your Table 
boxes.  Rev. Clarkson, preaching; Gail Forsyth-Vail and 
Rev. Bluemel, service; Vocal Choir.   
 
Musicians: 
Nov. 20 -- Vocal Choir 
Nov. 27 -- Jim Dalton 
Dec. 4 -- Vocal Octet 
 
Nov. 27th:  Stone Soup Sunday. Rev. David Blanchard, 
preaching. 
 
*Note: Next opportunity to join in a Child Dedication 
service is December 4th.  Please call Rev. Lee to 
schedule your child at 978-685-2845 or email 
confidentialminister@northparish.org 
 
 
 



Note about the Prelude and  
Silent Candle Lighting 

 
As you know, our Sunday morning church service is 
graced with a musical prelude by talented musicians 
before the minister begins with opening words of 
welcome.  This part of the service is a time to honor 
quiet listening or silent meditation.  The center doors to 
the sanctuary will close at the start of the prelude.  For 
those who arrive to church during or after the prelude, 
you can quietly enter the sanctuary through the center 
doors or through the side door, found to the left of the 
sanctuary.  All are welcome through our doors! 
 
The Silent Candle Lighting is an invitation to light a 
candle of joy or sorrow before or during the prelude.  
The candles, and the bowl of sand to anchor the lit 
candles, are located at the front of the church, to the left 
of the pulpit, near the front wall.  The bowl for Silent 
Candle Lighting is separate from the bowl for Candles of 
Joys and Sorrow.  One candle will be pre-lit from which 
you can light your own candle.  Silent Candles create an 
opportunity to honor a particular concern or an important 
event in a more private setting.  The time for Silent 
Candle Lighting does not replace the more public 
sharing of Candles of Joys and Sorrows which occurs 
during the service.   
 
Reverends Bluemel and Clarkson 
The Worship Committee 
The Music Committee 

 
North Parish Adult Spirituality 

Offerings--Fall 2005 
Evensong  
Led by Jeri Bayer and Rev. Frank Clarkson 
A series of 8 gatherings in which participants explore 
their life journeys through sharing thoughts, experiences, 
doubts and beliefs in a worshipful setting that 
encourages deep listening. Limited to 12 participants. 

Mondays from 7 to 9 PM 
Nov. 14, 21, 28, Dec. 5, and 12 

 
Ongoing Offerings 

 
Lunches at North Parish  Tuesdays at noon with 
Rev. Lee Bluemel, Gail Forsyth-Vail and Rev. 
Frank Clarkson 
 
Reminder: Please do not use or bring anything 
with nuts, including peanut butter. 
 
 1st Tuesdays: Connection Lunch  
Join the ministers, Director of Religious Education and 
others for a casual brown bag lunch and a chance to talk 
about issues affecting our lives.  All are welcome, 
including those currently facing a struggle and those who 
have come out the other side.   
 December 6:  Surviving the Holiday Blues 

 
 2nd Tuesdays: Little Ones Lunch  
Moms and dads with little ones at home—join us for a 
brown bag lunch & play time! Nursing moms welcome. 
December 13 
 
 3rd Tuesdays: The Original Lunch Bunch 
 Join the Minister Emeritus, the other ministers & church 
folks for a brown bag lunch and lively conversation. 
People with grandchildren, opinions & a sense of humor 
are especially welcome! 
November 15, and December 20 
 
 
 CALLING ALL RED BOW FAIR BASKETS 

We need YOUR help to reach our goal of at least 100 
gift baskets for sale at the Red Bow Fair. It's easy - just 
provide the contents for one or two baskets, and drop 
them off after either Sunday service through Nov 20 (but 
- the sooner the better - we need some to start wrapping). 
The baskets should reflect a theme, and the contents 
should cost no more than $20. Include the basket, itself, 
if you have one. If not, we will provide one. (We also 
need empty baskets - so check all corners of your home 
for baskets to donate!) Also, join us for "wrapping 
parties", every Sunday in November after the 11:00 
service, in Old Center Hall. If you have any questions, 
please contact Nancy Sarro at (978)687-4626, or 
nsarro26@comcast.net, or Jen Coffin at (978)975-1103, 
or jennifercoffin@earthlink.net.  
 
 

  Vocal Choir Schedule 
  
Tues., Nov. 15, 7 - 8:30 pm 
 
Sing: 
Sunday, Nov. 20 -- both services (9 and 11)  
Arrive at 8 AM. 
 
No Rehearsal -- Tues., Nov. 22 
 
Rehearsals: 
Tues., Nov. 29, 7 - 8:30 pm 
 
Tues., Dec. 6, 7 - 8:30 pm 
 
Tues., Dec. 13, 7 - 8:30 pm 
 

No rehearsal -- Tues., Dec. 20 -- Jim & Maggi performing 
in Virginia 
 
Thurs., Dec. 22, 7 - 8:30 pm (Note: different day) 
 

Sing:  
Dec. 24 for 7 pm service (arrive at 6) 
 

No rehearsals until after New Year's 

 



Did you know…? 
Pledges to North Parish can be set up through your 
financial institution for “Auto-Pay” just like regular bills.  
Your bank or other financial institution will automatically 
send North Parish a check weekly, monthly or any time 
interval you choose and you won’t even have to think 
about it. Please sign up for your Annual Pledge 
commitment or even your Capital Campaign pledge 
today! - -Just don’t forget to specify which one is which! 
 

    
A Special LA Special LA Special LA Special Letter to North Parish:etter to North Parish:etter to North Parish:etter to North Parish:    

 

Hello Cindy and all, 
Enclosed you will find my final payment for my 
student loan. If I owe you anything, please let me 
know, and if there is any left over, please add it to 
any church fund. 
More importantly, I wanted to take a moment to 
say “Thank you” for helping me attain many of my 
goals. I appreciate all the support you have (all) 
given me over the years. I am sorry I do not live 
closer so I could come and visit more often! 
Although I am very happy to be done paying off 
one student loan, the North Parish loan is the one I 
always even enjoyed paying! I know the loan came 
from wonderful people. Thank you for helping me 
remember that once a month (or so!). 
I miss the North Parish community very much and 
hope that all is well. Hello to everyone!  
Love as always, 
Ben (Bradway) 
 
You may write to Ben at  
1414 Santa Rosa Drive, Santa Fe, NM  87505-3489 
Or email    BBradway@nyct.net    

 
 

A group of 7th and 8th graders are organizing a 
food drive for the People's Pantry.  Be sure to 
pick up a flier and an empty grocery bag at 
coffee hour, and return it the following week 
with food for the Pantry.  The drive will begin on 
Sunday, November 13th, and will continue 
through the holiday season. 

 
Flowers and Steeple Lighting 

Thank you to Susan Manning and Jerusha 
Ryan for taking over the Flowers and Steeple 
Lighting details with Kim Adami. Here is the 

November list to date 
 
11.6.05  Flowers by Doris VanHeukelom   
In loving memory of John, Louise, Joe and Henry 
VanHeukelom by the VanHeukelom Family 
 11.6.05  Steeple ~no donor 
  
11.13.05  Flowers by Keith Connors                
In loving memory of Francis Bonanno with deep 
appreciation to her family by Keith Connors 
11.13.05  Steeple  no donor 
  
11.20.05   Flowers by Pat Edmonds   
In loving memory of Helen and Edwin Hope and 
Anne and George Edmonds by Pat and George 
Edmonds 
11.20.05   Steeple by Ruth Race 
In loving memory of S. Kempton Race, Mary W. 
Race and Raymon Eldrige and Mildred W. Eldrige 
by Peter and Ruth Race 
  
11.27.05  Flowers by Jennifer  Melson 
In loving memory of Elizabeth Lee whose birthday 
would have been December 6th, by Jennifer Melson 
and family 
11.27.05      Steeple no donor 

 
 People's Pantry 
Our Thanksgiving will be on Tuesday, Nov 22.   - 
We need lots of help gathering sufficient items for 
our menu for upwards of 150 families.   
Suggested/needed items: 
    Stuffing Mix - Cranberry Sauce -Salad Dressings 
- Coffee, and always, Soups. 
    Donated items may be left in the blue donation 
box by the kitchen or brought directly to Old Center 
Hall, if convenient. 
     We appreciate your support of our program and 
wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving! 
Cari.   978 373 7528 



WANTED!  Denominational Affairs Committee: Are you 
interested in what’s going on in the wider association of 
UU congregations?  Would you like to attend District 
conferences and events, or become informed on our 
national Study-Action issues?  NP member Bob Johnson 
is interested in talking with others who have interest in 
Denominational Affairs.  Contact him at 978-374-5386 or 
at wintrymix@verizon.net if you are interested.   
 
WANTED!  Temporary Nanny for 3 ½ year old.  Parent 
(NP member) is undergoing surgery requiring six week 
recuperation time, probably early in the new year.  Sleep 
at home in Bradford for first few weeks; help get child up, 
dressed and out to daycare at 7:00 am, help with dinner 
and bed from 5:00 to 7:30 pm.  Child is very neat and 
independent!  Nanny must be able to drive.  Paid 
position, no cleaning or grocery shopping.  Contact Rev. 
Lee for more information, 978-687-7948  
 

 
Celebration of New Members 

  We celebrate and welcome the following new 
members  

of the North Parish: 
 

 Dottie Helbink, Ronald Helbink, Joan Kulash, 
Vicki MacLean, Richard Manning, Susan 
Manning, Heather McNeil, Susan Miller, Justin 
Nealey, Gordon Ross, and Regina (Kmet) 
Schulman 

  

Friends, with joy we welcome you as members 
of the North Parish. 

We pledge to walk with you in the paths of truth  

and affection, 

As best we know them now  

or may learn in the days to come. 

We welcome you into our midst and our ministry 

 in the spirit of freedom. 

May we dwell together in peace,  

seek the truth in love, 

And help one another, 

that together we might repair the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STAFF PHONE and EMAIL CONTACTS  
AND OFFICE HOURS: 

Administrator, Cynthia Sulesky,  978-687-7948 
office@northparish.org    
 M - F, 8:30 – 4:30  
 
Administrative Assistant, Pam Guerrieo, 978-687-7948 x5 
adminassist@northparish.org       
M, T, F   8:30—3:00; Sunday 8-1 
 
Director of Religious Ed, Gail Forsyth-Vail, 978-685-7855 
DRE@northparish.org   T-F, Sundays, evenings 
 

Early Childhood Coordinator, Carolyn Zimmer 
earlychildhoodcoord@northparish.org        
Tues or Thurs a.m., Sundays  
 
Minister, the Rev. Lee Bluemel,  978-685-2845 
minister@northparish.org   
T-F, (Thursday sermon prep), Sunday, various evenings  
confidentialminister@northparish.org  
 
Minister, the Rev. Frank Clarkson, 978-687-7446 
Asstmin@northparish.org   
Tuesdays and Thursday, some evenings, Sundays 
 
Music Director, Jim Dalton, 978-687-7948 Ext 3 
Music@northparish.org    
Various days, Sunday. 
 
Sexton, Richard Beaudoin    978-685-0923  
Various evenings, and on-call emergencies. 

 
 

Due to the Thanksgiving Holiday, the 
office will be closed on Thursday and 
Friday. The Messenger will be mailed out 
on Tuesday, November 29 rather than 
Monday, November 28.  
Please come and help get the mailing out! 


